THE PEOPLE                         13

crowd of semi-nude Balinese of all ages, one cannot help won-
dering what the comparison would be should men and women of
our cities suddenly appear in the streets .nude above the waist.

Their character is easy, courteous, and gentle, but they can be
intense and can show strong temper if aroused. They are gay and
witty; there is nothing that a Balinese loves more than a good
joke, especially if it is off-colour, and even children make ribald
puns that are applauded by grown-ups. It is perhaps in their mad
sense of humour, the spirit of Rabelaisian fun with which they
handle even such forbidding subjects as religion and death, that
lies the key to their character. The adjective " childish " or
" childlike," so often misapplied to primitive peoples, does not
suit the Balinese, because even the children show a sophistica-
tion often lacking in .more civilized grown-ups. They are re-
sourceful and intelligent, with acute senses and quick minds.
Once, when I mentioned the goodness of a very short friend, the
immediate reply was: " How could he be otherwise, he is so
small! " One day Spies's monkey got loose and ran all over the
house upsetting and breaking things. All the Balinese boys
chased the monkey, but it let them come to within a few feet
of it and then leaped out of reach onto the roof or a tree. The
only one who did not join in the chase was Rapung, our teacher
of Balinese, because he was a newcomer to the household and
the monkey snarled and sprung at him every time Rapung passed
near where it was tied: they hated each other. When it became
plain that the monkey could not be captured so easily, one of
the boys had the bright idea of having everybody pretend to at-
tack Rapung, imitating the monkey, making faces, and squealing
at him. Soon the monkey forgot that he himself was persecuted
and joined in the attack, but when he was most aggressive some-
one grabbed him.

The pride of the Balinese has not permitted the development
of one of the great professions of the East: there are no beggars
in Bali, But this unique distinction is now threatened by tourists
who lure boys and girls with dimes to take their pictures, and